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REVIEWS 

The New World Problems in Political Geography. By Isaiah 
Bowman. Yonkers-on-Hudson, The World Book Company, 1921. 
— vii, 632 pp. 

The history of the American people during the nineteenth century 
is a history of a people whose great political problems were primarily 
domestic and not foreign. The attention of our people was devoted 
to national expansion westwards, to the development of the natural 
resources of their great country, and to the complications that arose 
from those movements. Geography and history combined to prevent 
the growth of an interest in foreign affairs, and down to the Great 
War it is fair to say that intelligent Americans were less familiar 
with international relations generally and with the background of 
the War in particular than were intelligent people in European 
countries. Moreover there was not much literature in compact form 
in English from which they might get enlightenment. The Great 
War made a great change in this respect. Americans became in- 
tensely interested in European international relations, and in 1917 
Leon Dominian published The Frontiers of Language and Nation- 
ality in Europe, which received a cordial welcome in the Quarterly 
from the writer of this review. Though confined to Europe and 
treating only of ethnic and political questions, it was a great boon to 
the American student. But the changes in boundaries, constitutions, 
and social systems resulting from the War and the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles have been so numerous and startling that Dominian's book is 
already out of date. The professor of political science, giving a 
course on international relations — and what first-class college is to- 
day without such a course? — has up to the present been unsupplied 
with a work that could be used as a textbook. That void has now 
been filled by Dr. Bowman's splendid work. 

The enthusiasm of the reviewer grew as he read the book. The 
extent of the ground covered is enormous and yet it is covered fully 
and accurately. The attention of all earnest Americans is given 
just now to the Washington Conference. They cannot do better than 
read chapters xxxi and xxxii of this work on the Far East and the 
Pacific Realm. In them they will find every aspect of the Far 
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Eastern problem, political, social, economic, treated fully and accu- 
rately and with unusual fairness. Their reading, moreover, will be 
clarified by the study of the remarkable series of maps accompanying 
the chapters. It may be that the reader is more interested in the 
problems of the Near East. If so, he has but to turn to chapters 
xxiv to xxvii to study its geographical setting, its historical back- 
ground, its racial complexity, the national rivalries pertaining to it, 
and the treaty of Sevres which has not solved it. The wealth of 
material presented upon such questions as the capitulations, the Cali- 
phate, the Ottoman public debt, the conflicting interests of France 
and Great Britain in the Near East, will impress him with the great 
intricacy of the problem and with the instability of the present 
situation. The reviewer has selected these two problems to illustrate 
the value of this fine work simply because they are so much to the 
front at the present time. He might just as well have illustrated it 
from Central Europe or South Africa. 

Dr. Bowman is one of the foremost American authorities in the 
field of geography. No one is better qualified to speak upon the 
influence of geography in the development and solution of political 
problems. He was, moreover, one of the most influential American 
experts at the Paris Peace Conference and had opportunity to be- 
come familiar with the attitudes of the different powers upon the 
difficult international problems that confronted the Conference. 
This wealth of knowledge is combined with fairness of judgment in 
a way to make this book a remarkable contribution to scholarship! 
and to place not only scholars but every intelligent American who 
wishes to know the fundamentals of the crucial international prob- 
lems that confront men in these troubled days, under a debt of 
gratitude to the author. gTEpHEN p Dugqan 

The Institute of International Education. 

The Truth about the Treaty. By Andre Tardieu. Indian- 
apolis, The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1921. — 473 pp. 

This is a book about the Treaty of Versailles which is likely to 
last as long as the treaty itself, and even longer, for, while all treaties 
in the course of time pass into the limbo of things discarded or out- 
worn, their history will be forever studied, especially when as notable 
as this, and any book that throws light upon their elaboration will be 
prized by generations of grateful historians as the purest treasure 
trove. M. Tardieu, having been a figure in history at a climacteric 



